Self-Directed Schooling Residency

Student

Your learning, your plan, your proof—supported every step of the way.

Why This Matters to You

What You Get Why It's Good
Real Choice Pick topics that spark curiosity and still count for class credit.
Strong Skills Learn how to plan, manage time, and ask for feedback—skills you'll

use in high school, college, jobs, and life.

Trusted Team

Work with classmates who review your ideas and help you level-up
(you’ll be their coach, too).

Visible Growth

A digital portfolio shows how much you've improved—perfect for
scholarships, contests, and bragging rights.

What It Looks Like (in 5 Steps)

Step

What You & Your Teacher Do

Set Class Norms
Weeks 1-3

Together you write feedback rules & deadlines.

Watch and Try
Weeks 4-6

Teacher models goal-setting; you practice with checklists you design
to help you.

Plan and Navigate
Weeks 7-12

You co-create a Weekly Planner to help monitor tasks, checkpoints,
strategies and resources.

Lead Your Learning
Months 4-6

You and peers run critique circles; teacher steps aside.

Own the Space
Months 7-10

Students lead progress meetings; tweak schedules & tools.




Your Rights & Responsibilities

You Can... You Must...
Choose topics & formats for projects. Link each project to the class
standards.
Ask classmates & teacher for feedback Give helpful, kind feedback to others.
anytime.
Use school tech & maker materials. Keep work organized in your portfolio.

Tools & Support

e Weekly Planner — Paper or digital grid to map tasks and deadlines.
e Digital Portfolio — Simple drag-and-drop space for photos, docs, and reflections.
e Feedback Stems — Sentence starters that make critique clear and kind.

e Pop-Up Tutorials — Quick mini-lessons on research, citations, design,
coding—whatever your project needs.

Big Milestones & Celebrations

Month Event What You’ll Do

2 Goal-Setting Share first project idea on a sticky-note wall.
Showcase

4 Mini-Expo Show a draft or prototype; collect peer stars & wishes.

6 Mid-Year Gallery Display finished work; answer audience questions.
Walk

10 Year-End Exhibition | Defend your portfolio to family, friends, and school

board—spotlight moment!

Important Reminder:

This isn’t “do whatever you want’--it’'s about learning how to succeed in life, to practice what it
means to be independent but in a supportive, shared environment where others are learning
how to do the same along with you. It’s about being a self-directed learner!
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